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Submission to the National Policy Forum consultation, Housing, 

Local Government and Transport Commission 
 

Society of Labour Lawyers’ housing sub-group 
 
 
 
The Society of Labour Lawyers is the legal think tank of the Labour Party. It is the 
pre-eminent professional association for lawyers on the left of politics and supports 
the Labour Party in developing legal policy and advising on legal proposals. 
 
We note that the Policy Commission is this year consulting on coronavirus and the 
future of local government. We understand the importance of this topic. However, 
we wanted to reiterate our support for the housing law reform proposals that were 
contained in the housing manifesto at the December 2019 general election: 
Labour’s Plan for Housing. 
 
We hope that the Labour Party will continue to: 
 

• Press for the abolition of s.21 and no fault eviction (a commitment shared by 
the Government); 

• Maintain its commitment, if it were in government, to the building of at least 
150,000 new council and housing association homes a year within five years, 
with 100,000 of those each year being council homes; 

• Argue that making homes safe after the Grenfell Tower fire requires a new £1 
billion fire safety commitment and enforcing the replacement of dangerous 
Grenfell-style cladding on all high-rise and high-risk homes; 

• Press for new rights for private renters, including indefinite tenancies, rent 
controls and strong enforcement of decent property standards; 

• Press for a new programme of homes for first-time buyers discounted with 
prices linked to local incomes, with local people prioritised for new homes bult 
in their area, action to stabilize house-price inflation and an end to the 
leasehold scandal; 

• Press for opening up the country’s opaque land market, stop the fire sale of 
public land and for there to be a new English Sovereign Land Trust to work 
with local authorities to buy land more cheaply; 

• Press for existing homes to be upgraded to make them more energy efficient 
and for there to be a new zero carbon standard for all new build homes; 

• Press for rough sleeping to end within the lifetime of this Parliament and 
invest in new emergency accommodation and long-term accommodation for 
former rough sleepers. 
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In addition, Labour’s overall manifesto It’s Time for Real Change, contained a 
commitment to restore all early legal aid advice, including for the whole area of 
housing law, for social security, family and immigration law, and to recruit hundreds 
of new community lawyers, promote public education and build an expanded network 
of law centres. If we are to press for expanded rights for tenants and other occupiers, 
those rights are meaningless unless they can properly enforced, through the provision 
of early specialist legal advice and subsequently legal representation. We hope that 
the NPF will maintain that commitment to the expansion of legal advice and legal aid.  
 
 
 

Society of Labour Lawyers’ housing sub-group 
June 2020 


